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fragments. These, being heavier than the liquid
below, would have been submerged only to be
remelted. Added to this, the radiation of such
fierce heat into all contiguous parts of the at-
mosphere would have caused a mighty universal
tempest by a rush of wind from the surrounding
regions, thus making the formation of such a
crust forever impossible until the molten globe
had cooled from centre to circumference. How
is it that the gentlemen who so complacently
sneer at Moses, did not see and avoid this blun-
der in world-making? And how is it that our
Christian geologists gravely take it as a perfectly
satisfactory theory so clearly proven that the
Mosaic account must by all means be made to
agree with it ?

This theory further supposes that, in conse-
quence of the enormous radiation, immense
masses of vapor were formed in the surrounding
air from which at length all the water came.
But it is an absurdity, because contrary to the
law by which vapor is formed, as we know by ex-
perience. How could our philosophers have so
strangely forgotten their own rule, that they do
not assume any event to have happened except
such as spring from the laws of nature as they
now act? Vapor is a condensation of watery
particles exhaled mainly from the ocean by the
heat of the sun; but this theory reverses the
whole operation, and, before any ocean existed,
produces vapor enough from nowhere to make
all the water upon the face of the modern earth,
by radiation not from the sun, but from the